
Annex B: Community Engagement 

Paul Boughen met with Land Securities to develop a project to engage students at Ebbsfleet Academy and the 

Cherry Orchard Primary Academy in producing some art that can be displayed in Castle Hill; most likely within the 

emerging village centre.  

  

Work is continuing with  Castle Hill residents and  Cherry Orchard school to hold a community fun day at the 

school on 30 September from 12-4pm to showcase the new school to local people. Residents have been invited 

from Castle Hill, Ebbsfleet Green and Swanscombe and activities will be held for residents and children. The 

event will follow the day after the official opening of the school on 29 September.  

  

Paul Boughen met with Stone Parish Council to give a Garden City update. As part of its emerging 

Neighbourhood Plan the parish council is looking to encourage walking and cycling and to deliver a network of 

green corridors. This has been fed back to our corridors programme.  

  

We  met with Reverend Hurley from St Peters and St Pauls Church in Swanscombe and will aim to attend a 

future lunch club meeting which is attended by older people from the town to display some information and 

engage the older people’s community in the town. 

  

Paul Boughen gave a Garden City update to Bean Residents Association and took a number of questions which 

he will respond to following consultation with colleagues. Members of the association asked about access routes 

between Eastern Quarry and Swanscombe, and affordable housing provision and were positive  about EDC’s 

proposals about environmental improvements on Bean triangle. 

  

We attended the first resident’s coffee morning at the new Cherry Orchard school and there was an excellent 

turnout of parents from Castle Hill  and Swanscombe. Paul will attend future meetings to give information out to 

residents and spoke with residents  from nearby developments such as St Clements Lakes near Bluewater. 

Residents who attended were very keen to set up a PTA for the school and will meet subsequently to formalise 

this.  
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Paul engaged with Castle Hill residents at a coffee morning held by Penny Marsh at the Discovery Centre in 

Swanscombe and gave out copies of the Garden City magazine.  

 

Paul attended a session at Cherry Orchard school which was organised by LRCH and which saw Aardman 

animation working with pupils, looking at animation and modelling. LRCH and Aardman have attended 4 

local schools with this activity which has been very well received.   

 

 
 



Annex C: Meetings 

A 20 strong business and government delegation from Tianjin Provence in China visited the Garden City, set up by 

the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, and were given a tour of the area by Paul Spooner. 

  

Paul Spooner  visited the Alconbury new development in Cambridge to share progress with urban and civic 

developers, who are developing 6,000 new homes and an enterprise zone.  

Paul Spooner and Jen Hunt saw the innovation space and new business quarter established by the Trampery in 

Shoreditch.  

Mark Pullin attended a meeting of Kent Planning Officers Group – a county wide planning forum. Presentations 

were made by the Royal Town Planning Institute and Southern Water. There was also general updates on the 

activities of the planning departments across Kent.  

Town and Country Planning  Association New Communities visited the Garden City with representatives of 

authorities around the country who are delivering large scale projects. The visit provided an opportunity to update 

the group on the progress of the Garden City as well as looking at ways and opportunities for joint working and 

training.  

Kevin Mcgeough represented the EDC at a ‘roundtable discussion’ hosted by Design Southeast and Gravesham 

Council to discuss opportunities for innovation in older persons housing supply in Kent.  Kevin will follow up on the 

opportunities highlighted by co-ordinating a meeting in October between DBC, GBC, KCC and EDC to try and 

identify opportunities within the Garden City for bringing forward innovations in older persons housing. 
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Kevin McGeough attended the NHS Health Expo on behalf of the Ebbsfleet Healthy New Town 

Programme.  A key note event was hosted by Sir Malcolm Grant (Chair of NHSE), where he promoted the 

Programme as one of the most innovative led by the NHS in their 70 year history. The Health Expo 

brought all 10 healthy New Town sites together to identify potential collaborations and joint learning.  The 

event has helped shape the future Community Collaborative which will be delivered by Ebbsfleet and now 

will focus on ‘community activation’. EDC have been invited to visit Bicester to learn from their self-build 

approach and to see their progress on the ground.  Also the satellite catapult has expressed a renewed 

interest in bring some of their innovations to Ebbsfleet, and a joint meeting will be convened with EDC, 

DGS CCG and Darent Valley Hospital to take forward potential initiatives. 

 


