
 

 

Public Questions 
EDC Board 18 November 2015 

 
The following questions and responses can also be found on the Corporation’s website 
at www.ebbsfleetdc@org.uk.  
 
1. The Draft Part 1 Minutes for agreement by the Board do not record the public 
questions and responses. Will you include them, as was done in minutes of 
previous meetings, rather than reference the EDC website?  
 
Response:  
Since the September Board meeting the Part I minutes have included the public 
questions and responses in the same document, and we will continue to follow this 
format. The Part I Minutes and public questions and responses are provided to the 
public at Board meetings and also included on the EDC website.  
 
 
2. At the 21st October Board, in response to a written question, it was said that 
EDC would be attending a Highways England stakeholder meeting on 26th October 
2015. Can you provide more information? Will Notes be available?  
 
Response:  
The purpose of the meeting which was attended by EDC was to discuss the planned 
public engagement activities of Highways England (A2 Bean & Ebbsfleet junction 
improvements, and Lower Thames Crossing), the EDC (Garden City Framework 
Masterplan), and LRCH (London Paramount proposal). Representatives of each 
organisation outlined their developing engagement proposals and likely timing. It was 
agreed that coordination between the projects and their promoters was essential to 
avoid clashes in timings/venues.  
The group also undertook to identify how best to provide each other with a helpful key 
messages summary that could be used as an informative at each other’s engagement 
events. This would be high-level and direct people to where they could find more 
information – for example a project website.  
 
 
3. In the EDC’s Financial Summary the expression “Being worked on” is used in 
several places; e.g., Crossrail Study, Paramount, etc. What does this mean?  
 
Response:  
The EDC budget is divided into 2 elements, being the total ‘core’ budget which covers 
day-to-day running costs, and the total ‘business case’ budget which comprises of 
projects that require additional approval by DCLG before commencement of any spend. 
In order to obtain the DCLG approval, an individual business case must be worked up by 
EDC officers and then submitted to DCLG. ‘Being worked on’ means that EDC officers 
are actively progressing the business case for that project / budget line item. 6  
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4. In September EDC accepted an invitation to visit and meet residents and 
businesses of the Bean Triangle to discuss its status and address our concerns. 
This may take place on 23 November. Are you aware of the anxiety caused by 
inclusion of 34 acres of Green Belt designated land within the EDC urban 
boundary? When will you know your (and LRCH) intentions for homes, 
businesses and ancient woodland in Bean Parish?  
 
Response:  
The Green Belt is a statutory designation, and land can only be removed from the Green 
Belt through Dartford Borough Council Local Plan process. The EDC has no Plan 
making powers; these remain with the local authority. Only development that is deemed 
appropriate for the Green Belt by Central Government in the National Planning Policy 
Framework, or can be demonstrated to be an exception with very special circumstances, 
can proceed. Any proposal to develop the land for development which was neither 
already deemed appropriate or exceptional, would first require the land to be removed 
from the Green Belt, which would be a matter for Dartford Borough Council and an 
independent planning inspector.  
Regarding the wider Bean Parish area, EDC is currently preparing a Framework 
Masterplan for the EDC area. This will be developed consistent with the Local Plan 
policy of Dartford and Gravesham borough councils. In early December we will be 
holding a series of stakeholder and public engagement events to discuss the Garden 
City and Framework Masterplan with the local community, and hear their thoughts and 
ideas. These events will be widely advertised.  
 
 
5. Does the Planning Committee report to the Board? There were lessons to be 
learned from the fledgling 1st Planning Committee on 21st October: -  
a. The only application was for the NGSS (Ebbsfleet Green) Master Plan (up to 950 
dwellings). Is it intended that AECOM will re-visit it, after approval?  

b. Some of the Planning Committee were concerned that there was provision for 
too much parking (although in accord with DBC SPD) and that the appearance of 
the development would be spoilt by Vans. Such matters might be controlled by 
restrictive Covenants. Will EDC have input to these or is this a matter for 
individual land owners?  
 
Response:  
The minutes of Planning Committee are posted on the EDC website and are therefore 
not reported to the Board.  
a) The master plan document being produced by AECOM will be in accordance with the 
outline planning permission granted at Ebbsfleet Green for up to 950 dwellings. However 
a master plan is an evolving document and so the master plan for Ebbsfleet Green could 
be amended either by the applicants or through the AECOM work.  

b) Restrictive covenants are not part of the planning process and so they are a matter for 
individual land owners.  
 


