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Meetings attended by EDC staff Annex C 

Presentations on the ambitions and objectives for the Healthy New Town Programme were made to Kent County 

Council.  The event was attended by more than 50 council and cabinet members and department leads, together with 

representatives from DBC, GBC and NHS. The following discussions were positive and identified considerable interest 

from KCC in being involved in developing the HNT programme.  A further event with the leader of KCC will be scheduled in 

the spring when the future of the programme is known. 

 

We attended the Kent and Medway MPs Conference which  provided an opportunity for Kent and Medway Economic 

Partnership and Business Advisory Board members to meet with the 17 Kent and Medway MPs. The conference focussed 

on the capital infrastructure needs, particularly rail and road. There was agreement from the panel, businesses and 

councils that extending the Crossrail service to Ebbsfleet, and ideally Gravesend, would help grow the economy and 

regenerate north Kent. 

At an event hosted by The Kings Fund, London, Kevin McGeough and Mike Gilbert (DGS CCG) presented the objectives, 

priorities and ambitions of the Ebbsfleet Garden City Healthy New Town Programme for the year ahead to a panel of 

industry experts including TCPA, Local Government Association, Design Council Cabe and NHS.  The presentation has 

been followed up by the development of a detailed Delivery Plan for the programme which responds to issues raised and 

will be considered by NHS to justify continued funding for the programme up to March 2019 

A site tour of Ebbsfleet Garden City was held with representatives from University of Kent with a view to working 

collaboratively together in the future to monitor the impacts of both EDC investment and the HNT programme on health 

and well-being outcomes in the Garden City. 

The second meeting of the developer communications and marketing group, chaired by Mark Templeton, was held. Items 

discussed including setting up video cameras on development sites and  opportunities for developers at the new Garden 

City Information Centre. The group have also agreed to work on a joint press release, to be lead by Mark Templeton, on 

the success of Help to Buy in the Garden City 

A presentation was given to members of Swanscombe and Greenhithe Town Council on the objectives and ambitions of 

the HNT programme.  The meeting identified local priorities to feed into the programme and to identify joint working 

initiatives to help support local groups to get involved. 

 



Meetings 

Kevin McGeough presented to the Built Environment Network at an event in Corpus Christi Hall in Maidstone.  The 

presentation outlined what EDC has achieved over the past year and what our ambitions are moving forward, including our 

aspirations for the Healthy New Town Programme.  The presentation was complimented by similar presentations from senior 

representatives of Maidstone, Medway and Kent County Councils giving an overview of the opportunities for large scale 

development across the county. 

 

Dartford and Gravesham MPs, Gareth Johnson and Adam Holloway, were given a tour of the Garden City by Paul Spooner 

and Mark Templeton. They saw the rapid progress being made and they met some of our private developer partners on site. 

Regular liaison will continue with both.  

The regular monthly meeting between EDC staff and developers took place. Developers gave us an update on the current 

market in Ebbsfleet as well as the number of starts and completions they had made. They were given two presentations by 

EDC staff – one on the future development of Fastrack and one on the signage design programme. The monthly meetings will 

continue alongside our daily contact with them. 

A presentation and update was given to the Greenhithe Women’s Institute. This was a good opportunity to update members 

on our progress and members were very interested to discuss issues such as health, transport and affordable housing.  

A meeting was held  with Ebbsfleet Academy to give an update on our activities across the Garden City. This was a very 

positive discussion and will be followed up the chance of a joint  approach on promoting outdoor and adventure learning, an 

away day for some of the pupils with an Ebbsfleet Garden City theme and the Silk River arts in schools project which will pass 

through the EDC area in the summer. 

EDC staff presented to the Bluewater Community Forum which was attended by many groups including  Stone Parish Council 

and Highways England. A full update on the progress of delivery and the EDC projects coming up in 2017 was given. 


