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Britain’s delusions about the green

belt cause untold misery

To solve its housing crisis, the country must learn to love the urban
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central London, would be ideal for houses.

Such development is desperately needed. Britain’'s broken and
cruel housing market may be the country’s most grotesque
inequity. In 1997 it took a middle-income household three years to
save up a deposit to buy a house; today it takes 20 years. Ever more
Britons are consigned to properties that cramp, impoverish or
otherwise limit them. Measures to solve the crisis without
opening the green belts, including those in the government’s new
white paper on housing, deregulate land good for a few thousand
houses here and there. Merely loosening the corsets would mean
millions, the order of magnitude at which any solution lies.
Barney Stringer, a regeneration expert, reckons liberalising 60% of
the green belt within 2km (1.2 miles) of a railway station would
create room for 2m homes. Alan Mace of the London School of
Economics suggests such numbers could be reached by opening
up corridors along big transport routes, such as the London-
Cambridge road on which Harlow lies. New “garden cities” on

these arteries, like Ebbsfleet in Kent, are part of the answer.

Just one thing stands between a housing-starved Britain and these

xvrimnA mnvrAarmAanalac mAlitinna ANl Antxyratara svra1ilAd mAamnmAaf”+ Aivantlcr AW



AV, - :
Thisis M*NEY.. S ¢

Money Home | Markets | Saving & banking | Investing | Bills | Cars | Holidays | Cards & loans | Pensions

(V

el Tk Al 10 o
The housing plan to beat Nimbyism:
Garden villages promise 50,000

homes, but what are they and would
you welcome one near you?

e Fourteen new 'garden villages' of between 1,500 and 10,000 homes backed
e They will be built across the country, from Cornwall to Cumbria

e Three new garden towns, in Aylesbury, Taunton and Harlow & Gilston
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