
 

 

EDC 017/033 Annex C 
 

Bluewater Expansion Briefing Note 
 
History 
 
In August 2013 planning permission was granted for an extension to the West 
Village (north-west of the shopping centre) at Bluewater with up to 30,500 sqm of 
retail floorspace (ref: DA/12/01464/OUT). The consent was not implemented and 
expired in August 2016.  A new application was submitted and subsequently 
approved by Dartford Borough Council’s Development Control Board on the 20th 
April 2017. 
 
Proposal 
 
The current application (ref: 16/01207/OUT) is in outline form with all matters 
reserved for future consideration, subject to compliance with the submitted 
parameter plans, development specification and framework. The details submitted 
show that the scheme will provide an overall increase of up to 30,000m2 (gross 
external area) for retail and catering space. The application proposes the additional 
floorspace is split between an extension to the north-west of the shopping centre 
(West Village) and five separate extensions located in and around the main shopping 
centre. 
 
The site of the West Village extension extends from the current Pizza Express Unit, 
in a north-westerly direction towards and includes the current site of the day nursery. 
This is adjacent to Lake 7 and the site boundary takes in the lake and the land to the 
west of this including part of the adjacent car park. The proposed west village 
extension is likely to be two-storey, and will extend in a north-westerly direction partly 
into the existing lake area which is to be re-configured. The lake to the western side 
of the extension is to remain. 
 
In addition to the elements listed above, the application will also include: 
 

- Reconfiguration of the town square adjacent to the West Village entrance 
(outside Pizza Express). 

- Reconfiguration of the car park, associated access road and car park adjacent 
to the west village; and 

- Relocation of the coach park. 
 
The second 'part' of the application comprises of five separate extensions, three 
within the central service yard and two on the south-west and south-east corners of 
the centre. The two extensions to the outside of the centre are located between the 
existing shopping centre and the adjacent multi-storey car parks. These extensions 
are to provide enlarged and re-configured units to the existing shopping centre.  
 
Vehicular access to and from the site will remain as existing, as will the total number 
of car parking spaces (approximately 13,000 spaces). 
 



 

 

The existing shopping centre has a total floorspace (including retail and leisure uses) 
of 170,632m2, with this comprising 153,632m2 retail floorspace (use classes A1-A5) 
and 17,000m2 leisure floorspace. The extensions to the main shopping centre will 
total approximately 16,850m2 with the west village extension totalling approximately 
14,750m2. The proposal therefore represents an increase in floorspace compared to 
the existing retail component of 19.5% and in relation to the centre as a whole of 
17.6%. The exact floorspace of these elements will be confirmed through reserved 
matters submissions but the total increased floorspace will not exceed 30,000m2. 
 
Socio- Economic Impact 
 
The Economic Statement submitted with the application advises that since opening 
in 1999 Bluewater has resulted in large economic benefits to the North Kent area, 
with Gross Value Added (GVA) estimated to be £306m annually, with employment at 
7,500 with 67% going to people in Dartford and neighbouring districts and a total of 
87% in Kent, Medway and Bexley. The proposal is anticipated to create up to 2,600 
jobs and boost the area's GVA by up to £106m a year. 
 
A S106 agreement is proposed for this application and this is to deal with the 
following issues: - 
 

- Re-provision of a nursery facility. 
- A retail mitigation contribution of £1.65m (indexed) to be used in Dartford, 

Gravesend and Chatham town centres to be used for projects to support the 
health of the town centre. 

- Enhancements to pedestrian and cycle routes through the site in accordance 
with details to be agreed and to include: 

o The provision of new crossing facilities for cyclists and pedestrians and 
specifically along the desire line route from St James Lane to the 
shopping centre; 

o Cycle routes through the site to provide a safe route which minimises 
crossing of accesses and is dedicated to cyclists or wide enough to 
provide a shared cycleway/footway; 

o Signage of cycle routes and direct footways from the perimeter of 
Bluewater to the shopping centre entrances and cycle parking; and 

o Cycle parking in convenient locations 
- Employment/training initiatives through the existing Learning Shop facility. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
The image below is an aerial photograph of Bluewater with the extensions and alterations 
identified in red.  
 

 


