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EBBSFLEET DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Date:  Wednesday 20 December 2017 

Time:   18.00 – 20:02 

PRESENT: David Lock (Chairman) 
  Sandra Fryer (Vice-Chairman) 
  Chris Hall 
  Rev. Penny Marsh 
  Councillor M Balfour 
  Councillor D E Hunnisett 
  Councillor R Theobald 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
No Apologies. 

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Councillor Balfour declared himself a Kent County Council cabinet member for transport. 
The Chairman, David Lock also welcomed the new Vice-Chairman Sandra Fryer. 
 

3.  URGENT ITEMS 
 

The Chairman reported there were no urgent items to consider. 
 
4. RECORD OF MEETING 

 
The minutes from the Planning Committee Meeting held on 25 September 2017 were 
approved. 
 

5. EDC/17/0048 
Eastern Quarry, Watling Street, Swanscombe, Kent 
 
The Committee considered an application relating to the variation of conditions 3 & 4 
attached to planning permission reference no. 12/01451/EQVAR for a mixed use scheme 
of up to 6,250 dwellings & up to 231,000 square metres of non-residential floorspace 
with associated infrastructure and open space. The Officer presented the application 
and explained that the variation was to allow for the substitution of approved 
parameter plans and documents under condition 3, and revised strategies under 
condition 4.  
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One member of the public spoke against the application. Ashley Johnson representing 

Bean Residents Association raised issues on the following points: land forming, linkages, 

parameters and highways.  

Peter Nelson spoke on behalf of the applicant in favour of the application and 

responded to comments made by the previous speaker.  

 

Members congratulated officers on the report and for bringing the application back to a 

scheme closer to the original outline permission. Points were raised by members 

regarding the access to the site from the footbridge, the reduction of the lake area, the 

risk of flooding, and the use of the open water area.  Members also questioned the 

location & delivery of community pitches, the increase in land for the education centre 

and the future design of highways. The Vice-Chairman raised issues regarding housing 

delivery and types, details on the designs of parks and open spaces, and the use of the 

market centre.  

 

Members also raised concerns on the condition that removes the number of permitted 

development right of new residents; members noted that this was an historic consent of 

the Section 73 application. The Chairman mentioned that since 2013 the government’s 

policy wants developments to incur at pace however recent data shows the concerns in 

the number of completion rates of new builds. Members discussed the need as a 

Planning Authority to encourage self-build on housing developments, and look into an 

option of adding an additional strategy to assist the master developer in accelerating the 

rate of house builds, along with self-build and custom housing.  

 

The Officer spoke in response to members questions. 

 

Tim Sharp advised the Committee Members that the s73 application asks for 

consideration of amendments to conditions 3 and 4 of the original permission.  However 

the section 73 application is itself something which grants a fresh planning permission 

and accordingly has to be considered against the development plan, policies and other 

material considerations which prevail at the relevant time. Therefore, if a strand of 

policy has been identified which is different to policy which was considered at time of 

granting the original permission then that is something which should be taken into 

consideration. Accordingly if, order to give effect to that new policy, it is necessary to 

add or amend further conditions then that is something which it is open to the 

Committee to do. 
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Mark Pullin responded regarding the issues raised with self and custom build, and noted 

that there is a clear policy within the Dartford plan regarding this. Mark Pullin 

highlighted to the committee the legal advice that had been given and explained that if 

the committee were minded to require a form of Housing Strategy then it could be 

added to the items list in the officer recommendation to be included within the Section 

106 as an additional obligation. 

 

Application EDC/17/0048 is approved subject to conditions and informatives set out in 

the recommendation in the main report with the addition of a further obligation 

within the Section 106 Agreement in respect of a housing strategy to outline the use of 

alternative housing delivery models on the site with authority for the final wording to 

be agreed between the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Chief Planning Officer.  

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION IN PUBLIC 
 

6. Decisions taken under delegated powers 
 
Members received, for information, a report on the decisions taken by Officers under 
delegated powers from 01 September 2017 – 30 November 2017. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the report be noted. 
 

7. Planning Activity Report 
 

Members were presented by the Chief Planning Officer, a Planning Activity Report which 
shows the Planning department’s statistics comparable to National indicators. It was 
reported that planning are exceeding their targets. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the report be noted.  

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
The following officers were in attendance at the meeting: 

 
Mr Mark Pullin –Chief Planning Officer 
Miss Caroline Barker – Principal Planning Delivery Officer 
Mrs Jennine Andrew – Planning Committee Secretary 
Mr Tim Sharp – Legal Advisor 


