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HOUSING CRISIS

A better future built on many small
ideas and one big vision

The Collective at Old Gak, northwest London provides shared living, with small rooms but communal areas
including a bar
THE COLLECTIVE

Share A f v

In the 21st century houses are called by a multitude of names: pods, cubes, lofts,

sanctuaries, prefabs, seaside huts, arks and boxes.

Architects have built up and out. They have reimagined caves and tree houses
and converted barns, libraries, churches, offices, schools, stations, containers,
nuclear bunkers and forts to fit more homes in whether on brownfield sites or

green fields.

People now live in houses that are made of old umbrellas, that float or are
suspended from cliffs. Some are completely transparent or carbon neutral. There
are still conformist Brookside-style housing estates being built but gradually

builders and planners are choosing more diverse buildings again.

There are innovative, often cheaper ideas for the elderly and the young as well as
intergenerational living, regeneration of city and town centres and the
reinvention of prefabs.

In the final part of our series on housing, we look at some of the best ideas.

HOME SHARING
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Property news > Buying > First-time buyers

No ordinary new town: the commuter
town between London and Paris being
reborn as a garden city

Ebbsfleet’s transport links to the capital make it a realistic option for priced-out buyers — and you
can catch the direct train to Paris.
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From Milton Keynes to Moscow, the “garden city” concept of ForEale To Rent
creating model new towns has been the main weapon in the
battle against housing shortages. Homes&Property rightmove

The biggest British garden city project currently under way is
finally starting to take shape in the Ebbsllcer Valley, a
no-man’s-land swathe of North I.cii known by many, up to now,
only for its international railway station.

Over the next 10 to 15 years, however, Ebbsfleet is to become
more than a stop between | ondon and Paris. It is being reborn as
a significant new town, with 15,000 new homes on brownfield
land close to Gravesend.
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The best areas for
London home buyers to

That these homes are desperately neededis notin doubt, and
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Veteran Ebbsfleet footballers to reboot
game with digital fithess programme
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High tech fitness monitoring gadgets aren't merely the preserve of top athletes or fictional Russian Follow us
oppenents of Rocky Balboa.

Ateam of veteran footballers from Ebbsfleet has also moved into the digital age — and now their every n u . ﬂ

kick, leap, and 50 yard dash down the wing will be monitored to record their fitness levels.
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Ebbsfleet United Walking Football Team

Those 50 yard dashes might be a bit slower than they used to - as Ebbsfleet United's Walking Football
Team are all aged over 50 and the rules of walking football prohibit sprinting of course - but the team
are figuratively sprinting into the modern era by becoming the latest group to sign up to Ebbsfleet
Garden City’s Healthy New Towns Digital Movement Project.

Two arrests after
takeaway raid

More than 100 residents and workers in Ebbsfleet Garden City have so far joined and each is given a
Fitbit which records their movements.

Woman in shock 9
Data will not only help individuals monitor their fitness levels but will also enable the Healthy New after lorry driver
Towns project team see which walking and cycling routes are being used, and if any improvements can flees crash scene
be made as the Garden City develops.

Aged between 50 and 70 the twenty members of the Walking Football Team - who play in the Kent
Walking Football League - will now be able to assess their progress and compare fitness levels within
the team 1 ive undates
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Veteran football team from Gravesend moves MOSt read

into the digital age

o PUBLISHED: 12:13 19 January 2018 | UPDATED: 12:13 19 anuary 2018

Olivia Gantzer

Ebbsfleet United€s Walking Football team. Picture: The Imageworks
A group of veteran football players from Gravesend have moved into

the digital age - where every kick of the ball is monitored to record
their fithess level.
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Ebbsfleet United’s Walking Football team, made up of players aged 50
plus, are the latest to sign up Ebbsfleet Garden City’s healthy new
towns digital movement project.

More than 100 residents and workers in the area have joined so far,
and each is given a Fitbit to record their movements.

Data is used not only so the individual can keep an eye on their fithess
levels, but also so that the project can see which walking and cycling
routes are used, and if any improvements can be made.

It will also aim to find out if new routes can be created as the Garden
City develops.
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¥ Section of Rathmore Road
renamed

Gravesend Doting Dad
shortlisted for Tommy's
baby award

Northfleet Kimberly Clark
factory could face closure

Witnesses sought after
W designer dresses stolen
from lorry in Gravesend

§ Two men arrested on
suspicion of Gravesend
burglaries

Competitions

Win £3,000 to spend on a
kitchen refurbish

Having & brand new kitchen is something
that lots of people want but can only
dream of. Sadly keeping up to date and
making our living spaces as nice as they

can be is a costly and incredibly stressful
busine n a fresh coat of paint

makes all the difference but isn’t easy or
quick.
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