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Title of paper         
 

Ebbsfleet Living 

Presented by  
        

Kevin McGeough, Head of Strategy and Placemaking 
 

Sub-committee 
 

Not Applicable 

 

Purpose of Paper and Executive Summary 

 
To update EDC Board on progress and activities related to community building in 
Ebbsfleet Garden City during November / December 2019 
 
EDC business plan 
and KPIs 
 

 
Matters covered will impact on some or all the priorities 
within the business plan and associated KPIs 

Recommendation FOR INFORMATION 
 
Board is asked to NOTE the report 
 

Annexes None 
 

Delegation             Not Applicable 

Financial impact Activities funded by EDC are from within existing approved 
budgets 

Legal impact  Not Applicable 

Stakeholder impact          Paper records community activities and events across the 
Ebbsfleet Garden City, including those delivered directly or 
funded by EDC. 

Sponsor impact Supports EDC delivery of our Garden City objectives. 
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1. This paper sets out community building activity across the Ebbsfleet Garden City 
area over the November / December 2019 period. 
 

1.2. This paper will distinguish as far as is possible activities and events which have 
been: 

 
• Delivered by EDC directly 

 
• Delivered by the community, or local stakeholders themselves with EDC 

Funding 
 
• Delivered by the community or local stakeholders themselves without EDC 

intervention 
 
• Delivered by EDC partners or through a partnership with EDC for the 

benefit of local with EDC or third-party funding 
 

2. Ebbsfleet Garden City Community Board  
 
2.1 A call for interest from local people to join the Ebbsfleet Garden City Community 

Board closed on 2 December 2019. 
 

2.2 The call for interest to the Community Board was promoted through EDC social 
medial channels and directly to residents through flyers which were delivered to all 
of the new homes in Ebbsfleet Garden City area. 

 
2.3 EDC Board members who are Community Board members will review applications 

on 18 December 2019 with a view to the first meeting being held on 21 January 
2020 (TBC). 
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3. Community Activity during October / November 2019  
 

3.1. Activity delivered directly by EDC 

Engagement with Swanscombe and Greenhithe Residents Association 
 

EDC officers gave an update on EDC activity, priorities and future workstreams 
and a presentation on community activity over the past year to Swanscombe and 
Greenhithe Residents Association.  

 
During a facilitated discussion there was significant interest in EDC’s recent 
acquisition of Ebbsfleet Central and what opportunities for future employment and 
business this might bring. Conversation also focussed on health provision in the 
Garden City area and the importance of new infrastructure to improve connectivity, 
between Swanscombe and Ebbsfleet. 

 
Ebbsfleet Community Partners Group 
 
EDC officers facilitated a meeting of the Ebbsfleet Community Partners Group.  
The Group is open to representatives of all local stakeholders including residents’ 
associations, local authorities, local businesses, religious organisations, and third 
sector interests such as Northfleet Big Local. 

 
The Community Partners Group were updated met in November with an update 
being given to our partners on EDC activity, priorities and future workstreams.  
The Group were particularly interested in the feedback form our placemaking 
engagement work that has taken place over the past year and how the results of 
this work are being delivered within our future plans for civic infrastructure.  

 
The Community Partners groups also engaged in a proactive discussion and 
workshop around developing a comprehensive approach to stimulating community 
benefit and directing social value benefits from future development to both the new 
and existing communities. From the workshop it was clear that they wanted to see 
local history, heritage and community pride and identity being strengthened 
through all of the work to deliver the Garden City. Community partners also 
commented on the importance of volunteering and how Ebbsfleet could give future 
opportunities to local people to become more involved in their communities. 

 
The Community Partners Group will meet quarterly going forward, ahead of each 
meeting of the new Community Board. 
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3.2.  Community activity funded by EDC 

 

Creative Ideas Fund 

EDC announced last month a start-up ‘Creative Ideas Fund’ to help stimulate 
community-led creative activities, projects and groups. 

10 ideas have been received to date, including a book club, a film screening club, a 
TV production club for young people, street dance for toddlers, an art club for 
children with autism and their parents/carers, and a performance group for older 
people.  All ideas funded will be invited to be a part of the forthcoming Winter 
Gathering.  
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Community Meal 
 

The EDC Community Investment Fund has supported the Kent Telugu 
community group to deliver a community meal using the Ebbsfleet Academy 
main hall as a venue. The event was open to all and brought the community 
together around the themes of celebration, inclusivity, and food. 

 
Northfleet Christmas Fayre 
 
Our Lady of the Assumption Church in Northfleet held a Christmas Fayre on 30 
November and EDC teamed up with Ebbsfleet United FC to donate a family 
ticket to an EUFC game for the event raffle. 

 
Gifted Young Generation project 
 
On 15 November the Grand Gravesend’s Gifted Young Generation (GYG) 
Project held their annual performance at the Woodville Theatre in Gravesend. 
This was a fantastic performance organised and hosted by the young people 
who are supported by the GYG project. In the past year the EDC Community 
Investment Fund has supported the GYG project to be extended into Northfleet 
which has seen young people in the Northfleet North area being engaged in new 
artistic and cultural activities through the GYG project. 
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3.3. Directly delivered community and stakeholder activity 

 
Sensory Storytime 

 
The Maritime Academies Trust delivered a series of weekly ‘Sensory Storytime’ 
events at the Discovery Centre in Swanscombe during November. 

 
Ebbsfleet Green Public Art Steering Panel 

 
Redrow Homes have launched a call for interest for local residents to join their 
Public Art steering Panel to support public art commissioning in Ebbsfleet Green.  
The Panel will be managed by Artscape Management.  Interested residents can 
apply at info@artscapemanagement.com 

 

Eastgate Centre 
 

On 30 November the Eastgate Centre in Springhead Park held a ‘Comedians and 
Carols’ evening event. 

 
Alkerden Barn Consultation 

 
On 3 December Henley Camland hosted an event in Swanscombe to engage with 
local people around the emerging plans for the Alkerden Farm site in Whitecliffe. 
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3.4. Partnership community activity 
 

Think Up! A creative foundation programme for schools in North Kent 

Last month we reported that EDC in partnership with LV21 (a local arts 
organisation) and Royal Opera House Bridge have secured a £37.5K schools 
based creative programme.   

Plans are progressing well. 8 schools have signed up for creative workshops with 
children and another 5 for staff CPD (which supports embedding a creative 
curriculum, Artsmark and Arts Awards), or to be included in an information sharing 
network of schools. This includes the Academies who will be running the new 
schools in Springhead Park and Ebbsfleet Green opening next September. 
Schools are currently completing questionnaires which outline some of their 
challenges and preferred artforms. These will be used to match schools with Lead 
and Support Artists who will be a mixture of local and regional. Creative delivery 
will begin in January and February. 

4. Forward Look  
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A huge selection of activity will be taking place in and around the Ebbsfleet 
Garden City area during December. Highlights include A Community Carol 
Service to be held in Castle Hill Community Centre on 15th December, and the 
Google Digital Garage which will come to Ebbsfleet Academy on 16th 
December, offering students and budding entrepreneurs an opportunity to see 
into the future of smart city technology, and to understand opportunities for future 
training and employment in the sector.  

 

Winter Gathering 
 

The Winter Gathering will take place at Castle Hill Community Centre and Cherry 
Orchard Primary School on 7th February TBC. This year’s event will combine 
magical outdoor illuminations and installations with creative hands-on ‘have a go’ 
indoor activities across artforms, and a tasty warming food and drink offer 
focused on local recipes and produce. Local artists, communities, volunteers and 
young people are being invited to share ideas and help co-curate the event and 
to show their work alongside professional artists. 

 

 


