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Title of paper         
 

Ebbsfleet Living 

Presented by  
        

Kevin McGeough; Head of Strategy and Placemaking 
 

Sub-committee 
 

Not Applicable 

 

Purpose of Paper and Executive Summary 

 
To update EDC Board on progress and activities related to community building in 
Ebbsfleet Garden City during April / May 2020 
 
EDC business plan 
and KPIs 
 

 
Matters covered will impact on some or all the priorities 
within the business plan and associated KPIs 

Recommendation FOR INFORMATION 

Annexes None 
 

Delegation             Not Applicable 

Financial impact Activities funded by EDC are from within existing approved 
budgets 

Legal impact  Not Applicable 

Stakeholder impact          Paper records community activities and events across the 
Ebbsfleet Garden City, including those delivered directly or 
funded by EDC. 

Sponsor impact Supports EDC delivery of our Garden City objectives. 
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1. This paper sets out community building activity across the Ebbsfleet Garden City 
area over the April / May 2020 period. 
 

1.2. This paper will distinguish as far as is possible activities and events which have 
been: 

 
• Delivered by EDC directly 
• Delivered by the community, or local stakeholders themselves with EDC 

Funding 
• Delivered by the community or local stakeholders themselves without EDC 

intervention. 
• Delivered by EDC partners or through a partnership with EDC for the 

benefit of local with EDC or third-party funding 
 

2. Community building during the Coronavirus crisis 
 
2.1 Community building activity during April and May has been severely restricted as 

EDC and the Ebbsfleet Garden City communities have been complying with 
directives and guidance from Government, MHCLG and Public Health England in 
response to the current Coronavirus pandemic. 
 

2.2 EDC does however remain open for business, and we are endeavouring to 
support the spirit of the evolving Ebbsfleet Garden City as much as we can within 
the current context.  Our Community Investment Fund and our Creative Ideas 
Fund are open to ideas for activity which may be delivered virtually during the 
current crisis, or to plan for activity beyond the current lock down and social 
distancing restrictions. 

 
2.3 EDC are also interesting in keeping an archive of what life is like in Ebbsfleet 

Garden City during the current crisis to be used as part of our on-going film of the 
growth of the Garden City.  Local residents are being encouraged to record their 
personal experiences of lockdown dealing with the coronavirus crisis through 2-
minute video diaries.  
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3. Community Activity during April / May 2020  
 

3.1. Activity delivered directly by EDC 

Edible Ebbsfleet 

Supporting and evolving our Edible Ebbsfleet Network continues to be one of the best 
ways that EDC can support our local communities during lockdown, especially as the 
re-opening of garden centres is likely to be included as one of the early stages of 
reducing lockdown.  

Over 2000 printed copies of the Homeowners Guide to ‘Growing your Garden City’, 
have been distributed to all homes in Ebbsfleet Garden City.  

Our Edible Ebbsfleet supporter partners have produced some ‘talking heads’ videos 
which have been launched on the EDC website, talking about why they got involved 
with the project and inspiring local people to get planting this Spring.  The videos also 
include helpful hints to help novice gardeners to get started.  You can view the videos 
here- https://ebbsfleetdc.org.uk/healthynewtowns/edible-ebbslfeet/ 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febbsfleetdc.org.uk%2Fhealthynewtowns%2Fedible-ebbslfeet%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckevin.mcgeough%40ebbsfleetdc.org.uk%7C02b6f60c967d4baeb8c508d7f1304793%7Cbf3468109c7d43dea87224a2ef3995a8%7C0%7C0%7C637243061984245123&sdata=Oz8dzDXTX7LW36Gf79HLhsJjTHqHZN0DSUk0DIm1N1c%3D&reserved=0
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EDC have distributed fruit and vegetable seeds to our Edible Ebbsfleet partners, 
including Ebbsfleet International Station to help them to build on the success of their 
existing gardens.  Planting is a good way for individuals to get involved in a collective 
effort whilst complying with social distancing requirements. 

Below is an image of one of our Community Champions, Reverend Bart Woodhouse, 
planting seeds in the community garden space at Ebbsfleet Green. 

 

 

  

 



Ebbsfleet Development Corporation 
Board Meeting Part  One  

  

Date of meeting:  20 May 2020 Paper Number:  EDC 020/044 
 

5 
 

 

Healthy Schools Programme 

Building on the co-design work with school children for community gardens proposed at 
Cherry Orchard Primary Academy and Rosherville Primary Academy, we continue to 
develop the proposals in order that they might be delivered during the school break, in 
line with social distancing restrictions. 

EDC have funded a landscape architect to continue to work with the school principals to 
develop the ideas for each garden in response to the site context and building on ideas 
put forward by the children through the workshops.  EDC are also working with partners 
such as Keepmoat to secure funding for the gardens where necessary. 

The designs coming forward for Rosherville Primary School, include a garden with 70-
80% moveable elements, as the school is scheduled to move to the Keepmoat site in 
due course. 

 
         Emerging proposals for Rosherville School ‘edible & moveable garden’ 
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At Cherry Orchard School, year 4 pupils were engaged to design their ideal edible 
garden and allotment space which will be used and integrated into the wider curriculum 
to support the Key Stage 2 after school cooking club, which has also been funded by 
EDC. Cherry Orchard will work with parents and local residents to maintain the space. 

  The emerging proposals for Cherry Orchard ‘edible school garden’. 
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3.2. Directly delivered community and stakeholder activity 

 
Residents and local stakeholders in and around Ebbsfleet Garden City continue to 
show great resilience and community spirit in the face of the Coronavirus pandemic.  
Local businesses, community groups and individuals, have been developing ideas and 
innovations which can be accessed on-line.  Some if this initiatives have been 
supporting local people to take advantage of more leisure time through creative writing, 
journaling and film making, or to use the time to improve their digital and numeracy 
skills, or to learn how to design new games and software – not just to play on them. 
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Directly delivered community and stakeholder activity 

As reported last month, many of the on-going activity in the Garden City have gone 
virtual, such as Sunday Active and the Ebbsfleet Coffee Morning, with other residents 
sharing and promoting other national activities to try and keep positive and engaged 
during the current crisis.  Playplace Ltd have continued to offer online activities for local 
families online via their Facebook page 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Residents on Springhead Park have cleared up a nearby public footpath and EDC have 
coordinated with Gravesham Council waste management to have the refuse collected. 
Our thanks to all involved in this great community venture. (Image below). 
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3.3. Partnership activity 

Community Investment Fund 

EDC continue to support ideas and initiatives in the Garden City through our 
Community Investment Fund and Creative Ideas Funds.  We have made a fresh call for 
ideas via our website and have highlighted how the funds can help to support online 
community activities during the lockdown period, and also to welcome individuals and 
community groups who want to plan for activities or events in the year ahead. 
https://ebbsfleetdc.org.uk/14796-2/ 

 

Promoting skills and training opportunities for local residents. 

EDC have been working in partnership with two Ebbsfleet Housing Associations; 
Clarion Housing Group and Golding Homes to improve access to upskilling 
opportunities and employment training.  Through the first phase of initiative, which has 
recently completed, 71 local people have been financed to take advantage of the 
opportunities delivered through the Learning Shop at Bluewater.  Over 50% of those 
involved have already gone on to secure relevant permanent employment. The training 
delivered focussed on CSCS, construction health and safety training, and visual 
merchandising and retail training for those looking for opportunities at Bluewater. 

EDC are working with our Housing Associations, and to identify additional partners to 
continue and expand this great work and to ensure that future opportunities are made 
available to local people, particularly in the aftermath of COVID-19. 

 

Working with Developers 

EDC have been working with Bellway to reach out to local residents and stakeholder 
groups in Northfleet North as they develop plans for the new Ebbsfleet Riverside 
development at Northfleet Embankment West.  

A consultation exercise is now underway and a project website is now live- 
www.ebbsfleetriverside.co.uk  

 

 

 

https://ebbsfleetdc.org.uk/14796-2/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ebbsfleetriverside.co.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckevin.mcgeough%40ebbsfleetdc.org.uk%7C02b6f60c967d4baeb8c508d7f1304793%7Cbf3468109c7d43dea87224a2ef3995a8%7C0%7C0%7C637243061984255078&sdata=PgM%2FZm548J%2FHL99mAtcGwVjpTdDkg1Nm5Ct5eHxvuVQ%3D&reserved=0

