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The following public questions for the EDC Board and the responses can 
also be found on the Corporation’s website at www.ebbsfleetdc.org.uk    
 

 
Question 1 
What might be the effect on EGC of proposals in Consultation on the “Planning for 
the Future” White Paper published 6-Aug-2020 together with “Changes to the current 
planning system”? Will MHCLG allow EDC to respond? 
 
Response 
There is a summary of the key changes within the White Paper in the Planning and 
Housing Delivery Report this month. Many of the changes relate to plan-making, 
which the EDC is not responsible for but any changes to the way in which land is 
allocated or zoned in a new style plan would effect sites that do not currently benefit 
from planning permission. The EDC is already working with the Borough Councils on 
their respective Local Plans and we will continue to do so through any new approach 
will may be implemented. Areas of land already benefitting from outline consent such 
Eastern Quarry would be expected to be built out pursuant to that permission and 
planning structure.  
 
Question 2 
The three-year Healthy New Towns Programme ended in April 2019. What is the 
progress on each of the aims (on EDC Website) to deliver: 
• An exemplar built environment which supports independent living at home for 

longer? 
• Secure access to an active and safe green environment? 
• A new digitally enabled and patient centred ‘model of care’ for service delivery? 
• A world-class new Health, Education and Innovation Quarter at Ebbsfleet 

Central? 
• A community-led radical upgrade to prevention, self-care and public health? 
• A range of new community facilities serving local people’s needs and 

preferences? 
• Improved Quality of Life Outcomes for everyone including through adult & child 

health? 
 
Response 
Since the formal end of the Healthy New Towns (HNT) programme, the EDC has 
embedded a number of the healthy placemaking principles referenced in the national 
NHS guidance document, 'Putting Health Into Place', into our work. This includes 
developing proposals at Grove Road, for example, that includes housing to support 
independent living; the continuation of our Ageing Well in Ebbsfleet working group 
and the expansion of its Terms of Reference to include the opportunities to use 
digital technology to support ageing populations. Having acquired Ebbsfleet Central 
we are now well placed to drive forward the development of the HEiQ, where much 
of the early thinking around the HNT programme will be implemented. We are 
currently working with a range partners to develop the plans for the HEiQ. We 
envisage that the delivery of Ebbsfleet Central will positively impact public health 
outcomes such as adult and childhood obesity and mental wellbeing. We have 
recently launched a number of health related pages on our website which can be 
viewed here: https://ebbsfleetdc.org.uk/health-what-is-planned/ 

http://www.ebbsfleetdc.org.uk/
https://ebbsfleetdc.org.uk/health-what-is-planned/


At a community level we continue to deliver on the Healthy New Towns principles 
around supporting communities to make healthier lifestyle choices through our Better 
Points and Edible Ebbsfleet initiatives and we are looking forward to collaborating 
with communities across the area to develop plans for new community buildings 
which will provide much needed space for the community to grow and thrive. 
 
Question 3 
On 7-Aug-2020 water demand doubled in some areas of Kent leading to a loss of 
supplies. How are EDC liaising with SWA and TWU to ensure supplies keep pace 
with housing growth and increased usage? At the 19-Feb-2020 Board, EDC agreed 
to ask Thames Water about the current or future need for the new reservoir west of 
Bean that DBC approved on 7-Nov-2008, but hasn’t been built? 
 
Response 
At the March 2019 Board, we reported that Thames Water had responded to the 

previous question in respect of the reservoir. We reported: “Thames Water currently 

have no plans to build a new reservoir within the Bean and Darenth Ward during the 

next regulatory period (AMP7 2020-2025)”. This position remains unchanged.  

The COVID 19 pandemic coupled with the hot weather has created significantly 

different demands for the water companies in the South East. The EDC remains in 

regular contact with both Thames Water and Southern Water on all water related 

issues for the Garden City. 

 
Question 4 
Have EDC been assessing applications in Castle Hill for compliance with “Building 
for Life 12” [BFL12]?  On 14-July-20 a new and renamed version was issued called, 
“Building for a Healthy Life” [BHL]. If EDC assess compliance with this, what 
differences will be introduced at Alkerden and Ashmere? 
 
Response 
The EDC has been using Building for Life 12 as an assessment tool in all significant 
residential schemes since 2018. This month's Public Board session includes a paper 
on the updated Building for Life tool, and sets out how EDC have used the BFL12 
tool, the changes incorporated into the 'Building for a Healthy Life' tool and the likely 
impact upon future schemes across Ebbsfleet.  
 
In summary, the changes to the BFL12 tool are welcomed by the EDC. The changes 
that have been made to the tool now bring it into alignment with EDC's own design 
guidance documents, and provides a stronger emphasis on incorporating active 
travel infrastructure into schemes, and designing for healthier homes, streets and 
neighbourhoods.   
 
  



Question 5 
Can you provide more information on 10 separate payments in May 2020 to Arcadis 
for Interim Staff, totalling £84,325.32? 
 
Response 
Please see a breakdown of the 10 payments in the table below including the VAT 
element of each.  

 
 


