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The following public questions for the EDC Board and the responses can 
also be found on the Corporation’s website at www.ebbsfleetdc.org.uk    
 

 
 
Question 1 
KCC are consulting on Draft “Kent Rail Strategy 2021”. Para 4.11 refers to London 
Resort and says, “ … its Transport Assessment must require the developers to 
provide a substantial contribution towards the public transport infrastructure needed, 
supporting an extension of the Elizabeth line from Abbey Wood to Ebbsfleet. Only 
this level of infrastructure would ensure sustainable access to and from this new 
entertainment facility. Investment in public transport infrastructure will therefore be 
expected that is commensurate with the size and scale of the development, …”  How 
will EDC respond to this? 
 
Response 
The EDC is currently considering the consultation. We will be responding to the Draft 
‘Kent Rail Strategy 2020’ by the deadline of the 17 November 2020. 
 
Question 2 
In para 4.12 (of the document referred to in Q1) KCC refer to the proposed extension 
of the Elizabeth line from Abbey Wood, but say, “… while the earlier proposals for 
this enhancement were focused on an extension of the heavy-rail …  the scope of 
the project has now been widened to include a range of transport options, including 
Metro services, Fastrack bus services, or connecting coach services.”.  Are EDC 
happy with ‘cut-down’ schemes for EGC and London Resort? 
 
Response 
Government has provided funds to the partnership, of which the EDC is a member, 
to undertake a detailed study of options to improve connectivity between Abbey 
Wood and Ebbsfleet. In order to undertake the study comprehensively, in a way that 
meets established Government guidance, it is necessary to consider all options.  
Each option will be appraised against a range of factors, including value for money 
(costs and benefits) and deliverability. The EDC will be part of the partnership that 
considers the outcomes of these technical appraisals and will reflect on the benefits 
that accrue from each to the Garden City. 
 
Question 3 
What is the timescale for opening and waymarking sections of the England Coast 
Path, National Trail, within EDC Boundary? 
 
Response 
We understand that work on signage in the EDC area will take place over the Winter 
months and that the trail between Grain and Woolwich is targeted for opening in 
Summer 2021, although some sections of the route may take longer to open than 
others.  

 
 
  

http://www.ebbsfleetdc.org.uk/


Question 4 
When will Transparency data more recent than Jun-20 be on the website? 
 
Response 
Transparency data to the end of August 2020 is now available on the EDC website. 
The September 2020 data will go onto the EDC website soon. The website link is 
https://ebbsfleetdc.org.uk/transparency/transparency-documents/  
 
Question 5 
Will EDC be participating in the £12bn Affordable Homes Programme 2021-26 that 
was announced on 8-Sep-2020?  If not, is there an existing plan for Ebbsfleet 
Garden City that will achieve the aim for 50% homes available for ownership, with 
the rest for affordable and social rent – including 10% for supported housing? If not, 
what is the equivalent breakdown for EGC? 
 
Response 
The EDC is not a Registered Provider that is eligible to ‘participate’ in the Affordable 
Homes Programme, but it is possible that some Registered Providers developing in 
the Garden City will benefit from the Programme. 
 
Our current Corporate Plan provides targets for the provision of Affordable Housing, 
and Local Plan policies set out the required balance between affordable rent and 
shared ownership tenures. The EDC also has a target to deliver a range of other 
specialist housing typologies including elderly persons and custom build. 
 
Question 6 
The Finance Report to the September 2020 Board said, “The forecast has now been 
slightly downscaled to £38m - £40m as the government approval to progress the 
Stewardship project has been delayed.  Can you briefly describe this £2m 
Stewardship project and the procurement process? 
 
Response 
The EDC’s stewardship project concerns the proposal to establish the new Ebbsfleet 
Garden City Trust, a charitable company that can provide a viable and sustainable 
vehicle for the long term stewardship and management of the community assets 
within the Garden City in perpetuity. We believe this is crucial for the long-term 
management and maintenance of the Garden City. 
 
Our initial plans for the project included providing some capital as an endowment, 
and our forecast spend for this year included an element of this. We are no longer 
proposing to make that investment this year, so it has fallen out of our end of year 
forecast. The net effect of that, plus other movements in spend is likely to be an 
overall reduction from £41m to £38-40m spend for the year. This is monitored 
regularly and the EDC will make a final decision in coming months dependent on 
overall progress on the expected outturn for this financial year. 
 
 

https://ebbsfleetdc.org.uk/transparency/transparency-documents/

