
Summer in the Garden City



Cloud9 Festival

• The Cloud9 Festival culminated on Saturday 17th July with over 800 
residents attending throughout the day to take part in free activities and 
watch live performances, in a socially distanced, outdoor setting.

• The Cloud9 Festival was commissioned by EDC and Creative Estuary and 
presented by The Grand Healthy Living Centre in Gravesend, with support 
from Arts Council England. 

•
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• The festival aimed to promote and encourage creativity as a 
way of supporting people’s wellbeing. It featured free workshops 
for adults and young people to try, including yoga, salsa, 
capoeira, hula-hooping and Reggaearobics

• Festival-goer Leanne aged 36 said, “We had the best time at Cloud 
9 festival, I had with me my kids aged 6 & 8 years and my father-in-
law aged 81 years and all of us thought the vibrant, colourful 
performers were world class.”
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• The overwhelming response was that people absolutely loved 
the event and would like to have it again, but with a food and 
drink offer next time. Potential to work with The Grand to bring 
the event back next year, subject to funding availability.



Words as Windows

• WAW was a public art project which ran alongside the Cloud9 festival. 

• More than 200 people got involved by submitting a sentence of positivity 
through the website or with the festival community engagement facilitator who 
visited a number of local groups to get them involved. 

• A selection were chosen to be installed in the windows of local organisations 
and businesses across Swanscombe, Northfleet and Ebbsfleet, including the 
Coop at Castle Hill and Ebbsfleet International Station.



Summer Gathering

• The Ebbsfleet Summer Gathering, which was co-devised with 
Community Board members, took place in the Castle Hill Garden City 
Park (known to locals at ‘the elephant park’) on Saturday 14th August. 

• The event had a ‘holiday at home’ feel to it with local performers, walk 
about artists, traditional seaside games, rides and deck chairs, brought 
together by local organisation Blueprint Arts. 

• Residents also took a journey around the world through the ‘Ideal 
Palace’ by Emergency Exit Arts. 
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• Children took part in creative workshops and Ebbsfleet’s very first 
‘Bake Off’ competition organised by Penny Marsh and the Baptist 
Church took place. 

• The event was attended by approximately 500 residents throughout 
the afternoon, primarily young families. It was a really fun and 
relaxing afternoon.



The Garden City

Summer Bake-off

• Showcasing at the Summer Gathering, was the first Garden City 
Bake-off challenge, where local residents of all ages competed with 
their culinary skills to become an ‘Ebbsfleet Star Baker’.  Residents 
hope to make this an annual highlight in the Garden City calendar



A Healthy Garden City

• Summer allowed Garden City residents to get outside, 
with the HiiT Sunday mornings restarting in-person.

• Local residents involved in the couch to 5K initiative 
had a graduation ceremony in Shorne County Park


